
Bangalow interchange
Artist’s impression: Bangalow interchange, view to the north.
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PROPOSED UPGRADE

• Four-lane divided carriageways, with a wide median allowing for the
future addition of a third lane in each direction when needed.

• Motorway standard highway with a 110 km/h speed limit and no access
for traffic between interchanges.

• A continuous alternative local road link between Tintenbar and Ewingsdale
for school buses and motorists who do not wish to use the upgraded
highway.

• North-facing ramps onto the proposed Ross Lane interchange. The
remainder of the interchange would be constructed as part of the Ballina
bypass project.

• Upgrading of the existing Ewingsdale interchange to provide full access
between the local road network and the highway.

• A half interchange at Ivy Lane. North-facing ramps would provide access
between the local road network and the proposed upgraded highway to
the north.

• A half interchange at Bangalow.  South-facing ramps would provide access
between the local road network, including to Bangalow and Lismore, and the
proposed upgrade to the south.

• Six twin bridges and four underpasses allowing roads and creeks to pass
underneath the proposed upgrade.

• Two bridges carrying local roads over the proposed upgrade, one for
Broken Head Road and one about 500 m north of Lawlers Lane.

• Sedimentation basins to collect carriageway run-off for treatment
before discharging into natural watercourses. There would be additional
treatments for the Emigrant Creek drinking water catchment.

• Twin parallel tunnels under St Helena Hill.  The tunnels would each be
about 340 m long and about 45 m below St Helena Road.

• Landscape and urban design treatments to minimise visual impact.

• Environmental controls to minimise impacts on nearby waterways and
natural areas.

The proposal
The Tintenbar to Ewingsdale Pacific Highway upgrade would be around 17 km long. It would start
at Ross Lane in the south and extend to the Ewingsdale interchange in the north.

At Ross Lane, the proposed upgrade would connect to the north end of the Ballina bypass.
Between Ross Lane and the Bangalow bypass, the proposed upgrade would be generally parallel
to the existing highway.

From near Bangalow, the proposed upgrade would diverge in a north-easterly direction and pass
through Tinderbox Creek valley. The construction of a tunnel would avoid the steep grades of 
St Helena Hill.

North of the tunnel the proposed upgrade would be immediately east of the existing highway
before rejoining the existing highway at the Ewingsdale interchange.

ROSS LANE INTERCHANGE
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the Ballina bypass project.

Southbound 
off ramp to 
connect to 

existing highway

TINTENBAR TO EWINGSDALE UPGRADE – WITH THE REMOVAL OF THE IVY LANE INTERCHANGE MAY 2011 

Key features of the proposed upgrade include:


