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iv  Appendix B
Viewpoint summary schedule
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Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

1
Foreground 
view

Moderate
Major cutting and infrastructure work in existing 
pasture land. Much of the proposed highway is 
located below the main field of vision. Removal of 
vegetation to accommodate fill batters on the 
approaches would be visible in the landscape

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences.

Moderate

2A
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate–low
The project located on an embankment traverses 
the floodplain from a middle ground vantage 
point. Views of the proposed bridge structure are 
generally screened by riparian vegetation.

Moderate–low
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences, and a high number 
of motorists would have fleeting glimpses of the 
project.

Moderate-low

2B
Foreground 
view

High
New infrastructure in the existing woodland 
involving major earthworks and disturbance to 
existing trees.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for the residents of the 
adjacent homes who will experience repeated 
and long duration views.

Moderate–high

3
Interim 
upgrade

Moderate
Major disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, however the new infrastructure is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for residents in a low 
number of homes with a changed foreground 
view at this location, however, the project is 
generally well screened by existing woodland 
landscape and mostly visible only to motorists 
using the highway

Moderate

3
Ultimate
upgrade

High–moderate
Major disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, however the new infrastructure is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for residents in a low 
number of homes with a changed foreground 
view at this location, however, the project is 
generally well screened by existing woodland 
landscape and mostly visible only to motorists 
using the highway.

Moderate

4
Interim 
option.
Foreground 
view

Moderate
Considerable disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, in a new location located to the east 
of the existing highway alignment.

High-moderate
The development is generally well screened by 
existing woodland landscape and mostly visible 
only to motorists using the highway.

Moderate-high

4
Ultimate 
option.
Foreground 
view.

Moderate
Considerable disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, in a new location located to the east 
of the existing highway alignment.

High-moderate
The project is generally well screened by existing 
woodland landscape and mostly visible only to 
motorists using the highway.

Moderate-high

5
Middle 
ground 
view

High
New bridge and road infrastructure represents a 
major change in an existing woodland setting. 
Major disturbance to the existing native 
woodland is anticipated. 

Low
The project is generally well screened by existing 
woodland landscape and mostly visible only to 
motorists using the highway. There are few 
current local users.

Moderate

6
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. Major 
tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility from this vantage point.

Low
This changed view would be visible for a low 
number of people from the local road network. 

Moderate



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

7
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Considerable tree removal and earthworks is 
proposed. Location of the proposed highway in a 
cutting reduces its visibility from this vantage 
point.

Low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible for 
a low number of drivers from the local road 
network.

Moderate

8
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. Major 
tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility from this vantage point.

Low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible for 
a low number of drivers from the local road 
network.

Moderate

9
Foreground 
view

High
New road infrastructure across this landscape 
on a fill embankment represents a major change 
in an existing agricultural setting. Disturbance to 
the existing woodland vegetation is anticipated. 

Moderate-low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with direct views to the project and 
local residents who would have repeated access 
to a changed foreground view.

Moderate- high

10
Middle 
ground 
view

High–moderate
New road infrastructure across this landscape 
on a fill embankment represents a major change 
in an existing agricultural setting. Disturbance to 
the existing woodland vegetation is anticipated.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences and local people who would have long 
duration and/or repeated views to a changed 
foreground view.

Moderate- high

11
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Considerable tree removal and earthworks is 
proposed. Location of the proposed highway in a 
cutting reduces its visibility from this vantage 
point.

Low
This changed view would be visible for a low 
number of drivers from the local road network.

Moderate

12
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate
New road infrastructure across this scenic 
landscape on a low fill embankment represents 
a major change in an existing natural setting. 
Disturbance to the existing forest vegetation is 
anticipated.

Moderate
This is a highly scenic landscape with distant 
views to the Mitchell Hill. This changed view 
would be visible for a low number of drivers from 
the local road network

Moderate

13
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. Major 
tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences and local people who would have long 
duration and/or repeated views to a changed 
foreground view.

Moderate

14
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New infrastructure in a natural setting. Major 
tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape.

Low
A low number of local people would have 
repeated views to this changed view from the 
local road network.

Moderate



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

15
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Major tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape.

Low
A low number of local people would have 
repeated views to this changed view from the 
local road network.

Moderate

16
Foreground 
view

High
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Disturbance to the existing woodland vegetation 
is anticipated.

Low
A low number of local people would have 
repeated views to this changed view from the 
local road network.

Moderate

17
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Major tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape.

High
This is a highly sensitive area of High 
Conservation Value Old Growth Forest listed on 
the State Heritage Register.
Private property access is provided over the 
highway to a property located in the hills to the 
east, however, there are very few people likely to 
access this area and be affected by the 
proposed change. 

High

18
Foreground 
view

High
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Major tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Extensive cutting into the side of Bondi Hill 
highlights the visibility of the upgrade.

High
Considerable sensitivity for a high number of 
residences and local people who would have long 
duration and/or repeated access to a changed 
foreground view. A high number of motorists on 
the existing highway would also be affected by 
the changed view. 

High

19
Foreground 
view

High
Major new road infrastructure in a natural 
setting. Major tree removal and earthworks is 
proposed. Retention of existing highway road 
side vegetation would reduce the visibility of the 
project and magnitude of change.

Low
There is a high number of local people and local 
homes that would have repeated views.  It is 
anticipated that motorists on the existing 
highway would not have access to this changed 
view because of major existing road side 
vegetation which would be retained.

Moderate

20A
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate–low
New road infrastructure in an agricultural 
setting.

Moderate-low
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences, and a high number 
of motorists would have fleeting glimpses of this 
new road corridor.

Moderate-low

20B
Foreground 
view

High
Significant new road infrastructure in an 
agricultural setting. 
Minor filling and disturbance to pockets of 
existing vegetation is proposed. The new work 
would dominate the view from this vantage point.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for the residents of the 
adjacent home who will experience repeated and 
long duration views.

Moderate–high



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

20C
Foreground 
view

High
Significant new road infrastructure in an 
agricultural setting. 
Minor filling and disturbance to pockets of 
existing vegetation is proposed. The new work 
would dominate the view from this vantage point

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for the residents of the 
adjacent home who will experience repeated and 
long duration views. 

Moderate–high

21
Middle 
ground view

Moderate–low
New road infrastructure in an agricultural 
setting.

Moderate-low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a low number of local residences, and a 
high number of motorists would have fleeting 
glimpses of this new road corridor.

Moderate-low

22
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Major tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape. At times the view would 
be obscured by sugar plantation vegetation.

Moderate-low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with direct views to the project and 
local residents who would have repeated views 
to a changed foreground view.

Moderate

23
Middle 
ground view

Moderate-low
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Major tree removal and earthworks is proposed. 
Location of the proposed highway in a cutting 
reduces its visibility generally from vantage 
points in the landscape. At times the view would 
be obscured by sugar plantation vegetation.

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences and from the local 
road network.

Moderate–low

24A
Foreground 
view

High
Major new infrastructure in an existing 
agricultural landscape, however the new 
infrastructure is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location.

Moderate
A high number of local people would repeatedly 
view this changed view from the local road 
network.

Moderate-high

24B 
Foreground 
view

Moderate
Duplicated highway infrastructure at the base of 
the prominent Maclean Pinnacle and above the 
small township of Townsend. the new 
infrastructure is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents at locations along Schwonberg and 
Jubilee Streets who will have long duration and/
or repeated access to a changed foreground view 
because of removal of existing roadside screen 
vegetation. 

Moderate-
High

25
Distant View 
(to the 
bridge)

Low
Major new infrastructure is proposed at the 
Harwood Bridge but at considerable distance so 
the change only affects a small portion of the 
view.

High
Many people are invited to enjoy long duration 
panoramic views from this prominent vantage 
point.

Moderate

26A
Foreground 
view

Moderate–low
Major new elevated bridge infrastructure would 
be visible but it would only impact a small portion 
of the overall view.

Moderate-high
This changed view would be visible from many 
local residents.

Moderate 



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

26B
Ultimate 
option
Middle 
ground 
view

High-moderate
Major new bridge infrastructure and fill 
embankments would dominate this foreground 
to middle ground view

Moderate-high
Considerable sensitivity for residents of a few 
homes with long duration views and lower 
sensitivity for local people generally who will 
have short term repeated visual access to the 
changed view

Moderate  - high

26B
Full 
alternative 
option
Middle 
ground 
view

High-moderate
An alternate class M option proposes extensive 
additional slip roads through agricultural and 
forest landscapes.

Moderate-high
Increased sensitivity where new slip roads cause 
additional removal of forest and disturbance to 
agricultural area.

Moerate-high

27A
Distant 
View

Low
A distant view of the elevated new bridge would 
be possible but it would only impact a small 
portion of the overall landscape view.

Moderate
Filtered views of the new bridge would be 
available to a low number of local residents. 
Sensitive views from a low number of homes may 
also occur.

Moderate - Low

27B
Distant 
View

Low
A distant view of the new elevated bridge would 
intercept the horizon in this view however it 
impacts only a small portion of the view.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents and local people who will have long 
duration and/or repeated access to a changed 
foreground view

Moderate  - Low

28
Foreground 
view

High
Major new elevated bridge infrastructure at an 
existing bridge crossing and scenic location 
(viewed from a public jetty).

High
Many local residents would have repeated 
access to this changed view.

High

29
Middle 
ground 
view

High
Major new elevated bridge infrastructure at an 
existing bridge crossing and scenic location.

High
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from many residences.

High

30
Distant 
View

Low
A distant view of the new elevated bridge 
structure would be possible but it would only 
impact a small portion of the overall landscape 
view.

Low
Filtered views of the new bridge would be 
available to a low number of local residents. 
Sensitive views from a low number of homes may 
also occur

Low

31
Distance 
View

Low
Major new infrastructure is proposed at the 
Harwood Bridge but at considerable distance so 
the change only affects a small portion of this 
panoramic view.

Low
This changed view would be visible to many 
people however the change is at considerable 
distance and occupies only a small portion of the 
overall view.

Low

32A
Foreground 
view

High-moderate
Considerable disturbance to the existing 
agricultural landscape, however the new 
infrastructure is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location.

High–moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents with a changed foreground view in this 
location.

Moderate -high



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

32A
Interim 
option.
Foreground  
View

High–moderate
Major new elevated overpass and considerable 
disturbance to the existing agricultural 
landscape.

High–moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents with a changed foreground view in this 
location

Moderate -high

32A
Ultimate 
option.
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
A new slip road is proposed at this interchange to 
achieve class M standard.

High–moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents with a changed foreground view in this 
location.

Moderate -high

32B
Foreground 
view

High
Considerable disturbance to the existing 
agricultural landscape with the addition of a new 
highway overpass, associated roundabouts and 
slip roads. The considerable elevation of the 
overpass (9m) makes it highly prominent in the 
flat floodplain landscape. New embankments 
are squeezed around existing homes located at 
the intersection.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for residents of a few 
homes with long duration views. Many motorists 
on the highway with fleeting views of the change.

Moderate -high

33
Interim 
option.
Middle 
ground 
view.

Moderate-high
Highway upgrade and interchange is located on a 
low embankment traversing the floodplain at 
considerable distance from this viewpoint.

Moderate–low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a low number of local residences and from 
local streets.

Moderate

33
Ultimate 
option.
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate 
A new elevated overpass and associated slip 
roads are proposed at a considerable distance 
from this viewpoint.

Moderate–low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a low number of local residences and from 
local streets.

Moderate

34
Foreground 
view

Low
_The project located on a low embankment 
within existing infrastructure corridor from a 
middle ground vantage point. Views of the 
proposed bridge structure are generally 
screened by riparian vegetation.

Low
_This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a low number of local residences and from 
local streets.

Low

35
Middle 
ground 
view

Low
New bridge infrastructure at an existing bridge 
crossing comprising a similar character and 
scale to the existing development in a scenic 
river location.

Moderate-low
_This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a low number of local residences and from 
local streets.

Moderate-low

36A 
Foreground 
view

High-moderate
A major upgrade of existing infrastructure and 
new elevated overpass is proposed.

Moderate-low
_This changed view would be available to 
motorists using the highway. 

Moderate

36B High
Loss of roadside vegetation would open up views 
of the upgrade to local residents in close 
proximity to development. Major additional road 
infrastructure and elevated overpass is 
proposed. Some screening from existing 
vegetation is possible and will reduce the 
magnitude rating if retained.

High
This changed view would be repeatedly visible to 
a moderate number of local residents from their 
homes and from local streets.

High



Viewpoint Magnitude Sensitivity Impact

36C
Interim 
upgrade
Foreground 
view

Low
Considerable disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, however the new infrastructure is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Low
The development is generally well screened by 
existing forest vegetation and mostly visible only 
to motorists using the highway.

Low

36C
Ultimate 
upgrade
Foreground 
view

Low
Considerable additional disturbance to the 
existing native woodland creates a much wider 
corridor through the forest, however the new 
infrastructure is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location.

Low
The development is generally well screened by 
existing forest vegetation and mostly visible only 
to motorists using the highway.

Low

37
Interim 
option.
Foreground 
view.

High–moderate
New road infrastructure in a natural setting. 
Disturbance to the existing woodland vegetation 
is anticipated

Low
This changed view would be available to a low 
number of people using the local road network.

Moderate

37
Ultimate 
option.
Foreground 
view.

High–moderate
Additional new road infrastructure in a natural 
setting. Additional disturbance to the existing 
woodland vegetation is anticipated

Low
This changed view would be available to a low 
number of people using the local road network.

Moderate

38
Interim 
option.
Foreground 
view

Moderate
New infrastructure introduced to the existing 
setting The new work is typical of infrastructure 
already in place  but represents a major change 
in scale.

High
This site has high sensitivity because of its 
heritage and cultural status. It is a tourist 
destination which attracts public visitation.

High–moderate

38
Ultimate 
option.
Foreground 
view

High
New infrastructure introduced to the existing 
setting The new work is typical of infrastructure 
already in place  but represents a major change 
in scale

High
New infrastructure introduced to the existing 
setting The new work is typical of infrastructure 
already in place  but represents a major change 
in scale

High

39
Foreground 
view

High
Major removal of forest vegetation to 
accommodate the new interchange is proposed.

Moderate–low
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences, and a high number 
of motorists would have fleeting glimpses of this 
new road corridor.

Moderate -high

40
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate
The project traverses existing pasture land on a 
substantial embankments across the floodplain.

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences, and a high number 
of motorists would have fleeting glimpses of this 
new road corridor.

Moderate

41
Middle 
ground 
view

Moderate
The project traverses existing pasture land on a 
substantial embankments across the floodplain. 

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences and streets.

Moderate

42
Foreground 
view

High
Large embankments to accommodate a new 
local overpass across the new dual carriageway 
highway in close proximity. Some loss of 
vegetation anticipated.

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from a low 
number of local residences and streets.

Moderate-High
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43A & B
Middle  
Ground View

High
Major new road infrastructure in an natural and 
agricultural setting. Disturbance to the existing 
vegetation and major earthworks is proposed.

Moderate-low
This changed view would be visible from the local 
road network.

Moderate-high

44
Middle 
ground view

Moderate
The project traverses existing agricultural land 
on a substantial embankment across the 
floodplain

Low
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from a moderate number of homes, and a high 
number of motorists would have fleeting 
glimpses of this new road corridor.

Moderate-low

45
Middle 
ground view

High–moderate
Major new bridge infrastructure and fill 
embankments across an open agricultural 
landscape in a natural setting.

Low
This changed view would be visible from the local 
road network.

Moderate

46
Foreground
View

High–moderate
Major new bridge infrastructure over the river 
and Pacific Highway in a natural and agricultural 
setting.

Low
This changed view would be visible for a low 
number of local people from the local road 
network.  A small group of homes physically 
affected by the proposed work would be 
removed.

Moderate

47
Distant
View

Moderate  
Major new bridge infrastructure over the 
Richmond River in a natural scenic setting.

Moderate
The bridge is visible at a distance of 2km and 
would only affect a small portion of the overall 
view however the view is sensitive because of its 
scenic quality.

Moderate

48A
Foreground 
view

High
Major new bridge infrastructure and fill 
embankments in the foreground across the open 
agricultural landscape.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residents at locations along the existing highway 
and in the floodplain area. Moderate sensitivity 
for motorists using the existing Pacific Highway

Moderate–low

48B
Foreground 
view

High
Major new bridge infrastructure over the river in 
a natural setting.

Low
This changed view would be visible  to  low 
number of local people from the local road 
network. A small group of homes physically 
affected by the proposed work would be 
removed.

Moderate

49
Distant View

Moderate
Major new bridge infrastructure and fill 
embankments across an open agricultural 
landscape in a natural setting.

Low
The bridge is visible at a distance of 2km and 
would only affect a small portion of the overall 
view

Moderate-low

50
Foreground
View

High–moderate
Major new road infrastructure adjacent to an 
existing disturbed quarry area.

Moderate-low
This changed view would be visible for a low 
number of people from the local road network. 

Moderate

51
Foreground 
view

High
Major highway infrastructure in an existing 
scenic agricultural setting

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with direct views to the project and 
local residents  who would have repeated views 
to a changed foreground view.

Moderate–high
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52
Foreground 
view

High
Major highway infrastructure in an existing 
peaceful agricultural setting

Moderate
A low number of local people would have 
repeated views to this changed view from the 
local road network.

Moderate–high

53
Middle 
Ground
View

High
Major highway infrastructure in an existing 
peaceful agricultural setting

Moderate
This changed view would be visible from the local 
road network.

Moderate–high

54
Foreground 
view

High
Major highway infrastructure in an existing 
peaceful agricultural setting.

Moderate
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from the local road network.

Moderate–high

55
Middle 
Ground
View

Moderate-high
Major highway infrastructure in an existing 
peaceful agricultural setting.

Moderate
This changed view would be repeatedly visible 
from the local road network. 

Moderate–high

56
Foreground 
view

High
Major disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, however the new infrastructure is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location, however, the project is generally 
well screened by existing woodland landscape 
and mostly visible only to motorists using the 
highway.

Moderate–high

57
Middle
Ground 
View

High–moderate
Major disturbance to the existing native 
woodland, however the new infrastructure is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Moderate-low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location, however, the project is generally 
well screened by existing woodland landscape 
and mostly visible only to motorists using the 
highway.

Moderate

58
Foreground
View

Low
The proposed highway alignment is beyond the 
existing highway alignment and largely screened 
by existing tree vegetation. It is important to 
retain as much existing vegetation as possible.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location, however, the project is generally 
well screened by existing trees and mostly visible 
only to motorists using the highway.

Moderate–low

59
Middle 
ground view

Moderate
New elevated highway infrastructure traversing 
the floodplain in an agricultural setting however 
the new work is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location.

Moderate

60
Foreground 
view

High
New elevated highway infrastructure traversing 
the floodplain in an agricultural setting however 
the new work is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location. Possible removal of 
existing vegetation would increase visibility of 
the proposed highway.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location in the foreground view.

Moderate–high
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61
Middle 
ground view

Moderate-low
New elevated highway infrastructure in an 
agricultural setting however the new work is 
typical of infrastructure already in place at this 
location.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location.

Moderate-low

62A
Middle 
Ground view

Moderate-low
New elevated highway infrastructure traversing 
the floodplain in an agricultural setting however 
the new work is typical of infrastructure already 
in place at this location.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences with a changed foreground view at 
this location.

Moderate-low

62B
Middle 
Ground view

Moderate
New elevated highway infrastructure traversing 
the floodplain in an agricultural setting, however 
the new infrastructure is typical of infrastructure 
already in place at this location.

Moderate
Considerable sensitivity for a few residents with 
a changed middle ground view due to loss of 
existing roadside vegetation screen

Moderate

63
Foreground 
view

High–moderate
Major removal of native riparian vegetation 
would be required to accommodate the new 
bridges and highway.

Moderate–low
Considerable sensitivity for a low number of 
residences at locations along this section of the 
road, however, parts of the project may be 
screened by existing riparian vegetation and 
mostly visible only to motorists using the 
highway.

Moderate
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